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DECA is an organization that prepares high school emerging leaders and entrepreneurs in the 
fields of marketing, finance, hospitality and management. What began with a few hundred 
students in 17 states has grown to over 225,000 members in all 50 states, Canada, China, 
Germany, South Korea and Spain. 
 
With over a 70-year history, DECA has impacted the lives of more than ten million students, 
educators, school administrators and business professionals since it was founded in 1946. 
Their strong connection with our organization has resonated into a brand that people identify 
as a remarkable experience in the preparation of emerging leaders and entrepreneurs.  
 
Through the use of our Comprehensive Learning Program, DECA integrates into classroom 
instruction, applies learning, connects to business and promotes competition. By doing these 
things, DECA is preparing the next generation to be academically prepared, community 
oriented, professionally responsible, experienced leaders. Over time, DECA’s programs and 
activities have constantly evolved as we use the latest technology and apply cutting edge 
educational research. 
 
Here in Pennsylvania, DECA chapters operate in over 80 high schools across the state, with 
approximately 4,600 members in rural, suburban and urban areas. Throughout this Business 
Partner Resource Guide, you will be introduced to some of the many opportunities that we 
provide to our Pennsylvania student members. 
 
Pennsylvania DECA is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) educational association. All funds contributed are 
used directly for students’ benefit through DECA’s program of activities. 
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Pennsylvania DECA offers a wide range of services and activities for our 
members. Through involvement in these state and international programs, 
DECA members are able to develop into academically prepared, community 
oriented, professionally responsible, experienced leaders. 
 
Competitive Events  
As an integral part of the classroom curriculum, 
DECA’s industry-validated competitive events are 
aligned with the National Curriculum Standards in 
the career clusters of marketing, business 
management and administration, finance, and 
hospitality and tourism. DECA’s flagship evaluation 
process involves students in both a written 
component such as an exam or report and an 
interactive component with an industry 
professional serving as a judge. DECA’s competitive 
events directly contribute to every student being 
college and career ready when they graduate from 
high school. Out of the over 2,000 competitors at the Annual State Career Development 
Conference, over 400 Pennsylvania DECA members qualify to compete against the “best-of-
the-best” at DECA's International Career Development Conference. 
 
Conferences 
DECA conferences are targeted, highly-focused 
learning experiences for students and advisors 
that support National Curriculum Standards and 
the development of 21st Century Skills. Each of 
DECA’s conferences connect with corporate 
professionals to engage students in learning 
industry-related trends and content. 
Pennsylvania DECA members participate in 
mock competitions and workshops, a regional 
leadership conference with other nearby states, 
an innovations and entrepreneurship 
conference, a career day with the 76ers sales and 
marketing team, a marketing conference in New York City, and a sports and entertainment 
conference at Universal Studios in Orlando. Pennsylvania DECA also hosts ten district 
conferences throughout the state and the State Career Development Conference with over 
2,000 attendees. Over 19,000 members attend the International Career Development 
Conference to compete, participate in leadership training and network with industry leaders.  

DECA PROGRAMMING AND SERVICES 
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Leadership Development   
Developing emerging leaders is at the 
core of the DECA experience. One of 
our goals is to empower members to 
provide effective leadership through 
goal setting, consensus building and 
project implementation. Chapters 
throughout the state elect officers 
who learn real-world leadership skills 
by coordinating activities and events 
within their chapter. Pennsylvania 
DECA also elects a team of state officers who exhibit extraordinary leadership abilities by 
coordinating state-wide programs, presenting workshops and giving speeches to thousands of 
fellow members, and planning conferences such as the State Career Development Conference. 
Chapter and state officers, as well as other emerging DECA leaders, go through extensive 
leadership training at multiple conferences throughout the year. 
 
Community Service   
Pennsylvania DECA members are committed to 
helping and improving the communities in which 
they live. Many chapters in Pennsylvania organize 
community service activities each year including 
food drives, connecting with service men and 
women, and working with young children and the 
elderly. Each year the State Officers select one 
charitable organization to be the State Charity, and 
many of the PA DECA charitable efforts for that year 
benefit the selected organization. We also 
recognize chapters and members for their charitable efforts with our Community Service 
Chapter Campaign and the Community Service Project competitive event.  
 
Advocacy   
DECA members put their marketing and business presentation 
skills to the test through advocacy efforts at the local, state and 
national levels. Through participation in the Advocacy Chapter 
Campaign, members organize and participate in school 
outreach activities, public policymaker outreach activities and 
community outreach activities. These advocacy efforts 
encourage support of DECA’s programs and allow our members 
to develop into stronger leaders. 
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Pennsylvania DECA counts on the financial support of partners like you in order 
to continue providing a quality, beneficial experience to our members. By 
partnering with DECA, you will be contributing to the development of the next 
generation of emerging leaders and entrepreneurs! Below are some of the 
benefits provided to Pennsylvania DECA partners: 
 
Bronze Sponsor ($50-$249) 

• Listing in the State Career Development Conference Program 
• Promotion on the Pennsylvania DECA website 

 
Silver Sponsor ($250-$499) 

• Promotion (business card ad) in the State Career Development Conference Program 
• Promotion on the Pennsylvania DECA website 
• Booth at the State Career Development Conference 

  
Gold Sponsor ($500-$999) 

• Promotion on the State Career Development Conference t-shirt  
• Opportunity to insert a promotional piece in registration boxes at the State Career 

Development Conference 
• Promotion (full-page ad) in the State Career Development Conference Program 
• Promotion on the Pennsylvania DECA website and app 
• Booth at the State Career Development Conference 

 
Platinum Sponsor ($1,000+) 

• Sponsorship of a competitive event at the State Career Development Conference 
o This includes the potential to provide ICDC travel scholarships to event winners 

• Prominent promotion on the State Career Development Conference t-shirt  
• Opportunity to insert a promotional piece in registration boxes at the State Career 

Development Conference 
• Promotion (full-page ad) in the State Career Development Conference Program 
• Prominent promotion on the Pennsylvania DECA website and app 
• Booth at the State Career Development Conference 

 

 
 

The Pennsylvania DECA scholarship program provides financial support to select student 
members who will be attending a college or university. Scholarships are awarded at the State 
Career Development Conference. If your business or university is interested in providing a 
scholarship to DECA members, please contact Jerry DiGiovanni (jerry@padeca.org). 

PARTNERSHIP LEVELS 

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
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Thank you for your willingness to be a Pennsylvania DECA State Business 
Partner! We look forward to working with you to develop the next generation 
of emerging leaders and entrepreneurs right here in Pennsylvania. 
 
To confirm your enrollment as a State Business Partner, we ask that you please 
answer the questions on the form below: 
 
Company Name:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
Street Address:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 
City:                                                        State:                            Zip:             
 
Website URL:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 
Contact Name:                                              Contact Phone:                                    
 
Contact Email:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 
 
Please check the amount of your sponsorship: 
 

Bronze Sponsorship   ($50-$249) 

Silver Sponsorship   ($250-$499) 

Gold Sponsorship    ($500-$999) 

Platinum Sponsorship   ($1,000+) 

 

Return this form to:  Jerry DiGiovanni 

Pennsylvania DECA 

306 South 13th Street, Suite 6 

Philadelphia, PA 19107 

 

Deadline:  November 30, 2017 

 

Checks payable to:  “Pennsylvania DECA” 

 

 

 

Contact Jerry DiGiovanni (jerry@padeca.org or (215) 327-5618) with any questions.  

Pennsylvania DECA is a non-profit 501(c)(3) educational association. 

STATE BUSINESS PARTNER ENROLLMENT FORM 
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